
 

 

Our Lady of the Rosary Church 
Adopt a Dream Project 

 
 

 

"To change the world we must be good to those who cannot repay us." 
           Pope Francis 

 
 
The Our Lady of the Rosary Stewardship Committee is inviting each parishioner to join 
us in partnering with Father Joe's Villages to adopt a family or adopt a teen this 
summer.  
 
The Stewardship Committee strives to develop and sustain a culture of actively 
engaged disciples of Jesus Christ, committed to a stewardship way of life. We are 
continually striving to build a vibrant community in which every parishioner is invited to 
play an active role. Guided by the Holy Spirit, we believe that together we can make a 
difference in this community and in the world. 

 
 
 
Next Sunday, July 10th, Mary McDonald, from Father Joe's Villages, will be speaking at each mass. Mary will 
give us an overview of the great work done at Father Joe's Villages and the many challenges facing the 
homeless in San Diego. 
 
 

 
Mary McDonald has been with Father Joe’s Villages since January 2014. Her work includes 
raising cash, household donations and donor relations. She has extensive experience in the 
nonprofit sector, primarily in Michigan where she served as the executive director of an 
agency serving runaway youth and families and as the program officer for a community 
foundation. In these roles she raised funds annually from both individuals and foundations. 
 
Mary came to California in 2007 as a member of the faculty of the University of San Diego’s 

School of Leadership Studies, teaching and conducting research on the nonprofit and philanthropic sector. 
Mary received her Ph.D. from Michigan State University through her research in the area of community 
collaboration and the effects of social networking. 
 
 
      

 
 
 
 

Adopt a Family 
 
Some of the homeless who have gone through the program at Fathers Joe's are offered supportive permanent 
housing at the end of their stay. Coming off the street they often have very little when moving in to their new 
homes. By adopting a family we can help them furnish their new homes, room by room.   



 

 

Family Profile 
 
Taylor is a 52 year old woman born and raised in San Diego who became homeless when her position as a 
customer service supervisor at a local bank was terminated after 24 years on the job. Taylor is accompanied 
by her partner Thomas of 34 years and her 18 year old autistic son Timothy. She and her family were referred 
to Father Joe’s Village and checked into the emergency shelter program for families after being “put out” of 
their daughter’s home.  Previous to living with their daughter, they lived in their own home for 13 years but 
were faced with an unlawful detainer when they were unable to pay their rent. Her partner Thomas was the 
sole caretaker of Timothy until he presented with serious health issues that made it very challenging for her to 
care for him or seek employment. With the aid of her Rapid Rehousing Program case manager, the program’s 
rental assistance, Taylor’s willpower and positive outlook, she was afforded a one bedroom apartment. While 
they didn’t have much income to provide for basic household needs, they have received food stamps and 
worked to buy some basics. Two weeks after Taylor was housed, her RRH case manager conducted a home 
visit and found Taylor and her family to be self-sufficient, working hard to make it work but still quite happy in 
their new home.   
 
 

Adopt a Teen 
 
The Toussaint Academy for Homeless Teens supports homeless and runaway children, ages 14 to 18. 
Toussaint prepares young people to develop a sense of self-worth and a connection to the community. In 
addition The Academy trains teen’s skills towards future employment. 
 
 

Teen Profile 
 
Shannon came to Toussaint at age 14. She was referred by The San Diego Youth Services’ emergency teen 
shelter, Storefront. Shannon became homeless because her family over-welcomed their stay at a family 
members’ house, and her mom had too many health issues that prevented her from getting adequate housing. 
Shannon has now been at Toussaint for nearly 4 years. She is a senior at San Diego Early Middle College and 
scheduled to graduate in June 2016. She worked at Pet Lounge for over a year until they recently closed. She 
has been accepted to California State University, Monterrey Bay, and will be moving up there this summer to 
begin classes in July.  Her goal is to study behavioral and social sciences. 
 
 
How to Help: 
 
Visit the display in the back of the church and pick up a pre-printed donation slip.  Return your donation to the 
same place. 
 
 
Where to leave donations: 
 
Donations will be collected through Sunday, August 14, 2016. 
 
Sunday: Please leave donations at the back of the church by the baptismal font.  
 
Monday - Friday: Please leave donations at the OLR pastoral office which is open 9:00 AM - 12:00 and 1:00 
PM - 4:00 PM.   
 
 

Please save this insert as a reminder. 


